&
ﬁ ”% Transformation Management Journal

L.S.5.M

=

https://tmj.um.ac.ir

Research Article

Vol. 17, No. 1, 2025, p. 231 - 269

Examining the Relationships among Entrepreneurial Spirit, Academic
Performance, and Migration Tendency among Students: A Structural
Equation Modeling Approach

M. Afkhami Mostafavi '/, M. Imanian Ardebili >*'*', M. Amirpour?

1. Development of Social Sciences, Qochan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qochan, Iran
2. Department of Social Sciences, Qochan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qochan, Iran
3. Department of Social Sciences, Qochan Branch, Islamic Azad University, Qochan, Iran

(*- Corresponding Author Email: m.imanian@jiaug.ac.ir )
https://doi.org/10.22067/tmj.2025.90930.1638

Received:2024/11/23 How to cite this article:
Revised:2025/0Y/VY Afkhami Mostafavi, M.; Imanian, M. & Amirpour, M. (2024).
Accepted:2025/04/16 Examining the Relationships among Entrepreneurial Spirit,

Available Online:2025/04/16 Academic Performance, and Migration Tendency among Students:
A Structural Equation Modeling Approach.  Transformation
Management Journal, 17(1): 231-269. (in Persian with English
abstract).

https://doi.org/10.22067/tmj.2025.90930.1638

1- INTRODUCTION

The significant migration of scientific elites from Iran, particularly in
recent years, has emerged as a serious issue, and it is clear that the country's
trajectory of knowledge and technological advancement has not been
immune to the detrimental effects of this phenomenon. Over the past two
decades, in response to the prevailing environment, numerous
infrastructures for scientific and intellectual development have been
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established for the younger generation, fostering hope for their retention
within the country. The inclination toward migration is a complex socio-
economic phenomenon that has consistently attracted significant attention
from researchers and policymakers worldwide. Multiple factors contribute
to the formation of this tendency, which can be broadly categorized into
"pull" and "push" factors. Push factors refer to conditions that drive
individuals away from their home country. These factors include
unfavorable economic conditions (e.g., unemployment, poverty, and crises,
which can compel individuals to seek better opportunities abroad);
insecurity and conflict (individuals living in conflict zones often migrate to
other countries in search of greater security and a better quality of life); and
insufficient educational opportunities (driving many to seek superior
educational opportunities overseas). Migration tendencies represent a
multidimensional phenomenon influenced by various economic, social, and
cultural factors. A more precise understanding of these factors can help
policymakers develop strategies to manage migration and enhance the
quality of life in countries of origin.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

In this research, to establish the theoretical framework and hypotheses,
several theories have been applied: Everett Lee's push-pull theory,
functionalist perspectives on unmet individual needs within society,
Immanuel Wallerstein’s world-systems theory highlighting the weakness
and mismanagement of peripheral countries, Johnson’s globalization model
addressing the migration of human capital and intellectual forces from low-
capability geographic regions to areas with better educational and
occupational opportunities, Anthony Giddens’ theory of structuration
regarding the role of macro-social structures in shaping human agency and
migration decisions, Goldthorpe and Smith’s status crisis theory
emphasizing elites' perceptions of their prestige and standing, and the theory
of relative deprivation of elites with respect to their lack of access to social,
academic, and research privileges. These theories have been employed with
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a particular focus on Everett Lee’s push-pull theory to analyze and explain
the research variables.

3- METHODOLOGY

This research was conducted in the field using a survey method. In
terms of purpose, it is an applied study, and its findings can be applied to
planning and policymaking regarding student migration and the promotion
of entrepreneurial spirit among them. The statistical population consisted of
all students at Ferdowsi University and Mashhad University of Medical
Sciences across all academic levels during the 2021-2022 academic year.
From a total of 24,000 students, a sample of 442 individuals was selected
using stratified random sampling.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The results of the regression analysis reveal that entrepreneurial spirit
has a positive and significant effect on the inclination toward migration. The
obtained beta coefficient indicates that as entrepreneurial spirit increases,
the tendency to migrate also increases. Furthermore, the coefficient of
determination suggests that a significant portion of the variance in migration
inclination can be explained by entrepreneurial spirit, indicating that
individuals with a higher entrepreneurial spirit exhibit a greater tendency to
migrate, potentially driven by motivations such as professional
development, access to better opportunities, and reduced environmental
barriers. Additionally, the examination of the impact of entrepreneurial
spirit on academic performance reveals that this variable has a positive and
significant effect on educational achievement. This finding suggests that
individuals with a higher entrepreneurial spirit tend to achieve better
academic performance. This relationship may stem from the cognitive and
motivational characteristics of entrepreneurial individuals, which contribute
to increased focus, perseverance, and effective planning in scholarly
activities.
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5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The main findings regarding the variable of entrepreneurial spirit
indicate that the average entrepreneurial spirit among students (57.00) is
relatively high. Additionally, all dimensions of entrepreneurial spirit—
achievement orientation, creativity, independence, risk-taking, and tolerance
for ambiguity—are above the average, and these differences are statistically
significant (supporting the first hypothesis). Gender significantly influences
entrepreneurial spirit, with men demonstrating higher levels of
entrepreneurial spirit. In this regard, previous studies have concluded that a
strong entrepreneurial spirit can impact students' academic performance and
career aspirations, consistent with the findings of the present study. Some
studies have also emphasized that entrepreneurial spirit serves as a critical
factor in economic and social development. The main results of this study
show that entrepreneurial spirit is relatively high among students, which
could contribute to the development of job creation and entrepreneurial
opportunities. The results, in line with previous research, further indicate
that men have a higher entrepreneurial spirit, highlighting the role of
cultural and social factors.

Regarding the variable of students' academic performance, the main
results indicate that the average academic performance (41.70) is relatively
high, and there is a positive and significant relationship between academic
performance and entrepreneurial spirit (correlation coefficient: 0.448).
Gender significantly impacts academic performance, with women
demonstrating better academic outcomes. Additionally, academic level has a
significant effect on academic performance. Consistent with previous
studies, the current research indicates that high academic performance can
boost self-confidence and motivation to pursue career opportunities, and
highlights the link between high academic performance and entrepreneurial
spirit. The results also show that women have better academic performance,
supporting previous studies that have found a positive relationship between
creativity and academic performance. The main results indicate that
educational level affects academic performance, consistent with previous
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studies emphasizing the role of education in promoting entrepreneurial
performance.

For the variable of students' migration inclination, the main findings
indicate that the average migration inclination among students (35.31) is
relatively high. Migration inclination shows a positive and significant
relationship with entrepreneurial spirit (correlation coefficient: 0.511) and
academic performance (correlation coefficient: 0.378). Income significantly
impacts migration inclination, with individuals earning higher incomes
showing a greater tendency to migrate. Educational level also has a
significant effect on migration inclination.

Keywords: Elite Migration, Entrepreneurial Spirit, Academic
Performance, Students.
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